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I D E N T I T Y POLITICS (magazine review excerpt)
by David Lillington

Kapital & Karma, Contemporary Art from India, Kunsthalle wien, Vienna Austria, Mar 29 - Jun 09 2002

…Perhaps the best piece is by Kaleka himself: Man Threading a Needle is a video loop of a man poised on the point of threading
needle, cast onto an identical painting of the same subject. The protagonist does not move, except for the inevitable movement of a
person sitting still. ‘We liked this for its way of extracting a notion of time out of painting and a notion of light out of film and making
a third thing… Paintings are important in India but here some of the paintings might just look exotic’. So one of the roles of these
Austrian curators is to decide how the Viennese context will affect the look of a piece; there is little point in including works whose
significance drains away to leave mere exoticism.

David Lillington is an art critic and curator who has published widely on contemporary art.

installation still
MAN THREADING A NEEDLE 1998/1999
Single channel video projected on 59 x 91 cm, (23.3 x 35.8 inch) oil
painting. 6 minute loop with sound  


